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A study of a small collection of nighthawks kindly determined for
Brigham Young University by Dr. H. C. Oberholser seems to warrant
a few comments upon the distribution of the subspecies of Chordeiles
minor in Utah.

For reasons to be indicated in the following paragraphs it is evi-
dent that considerable collecting and field observation must still be
done before breeding ranges and migratory courses of the several sub-
species are thoroughly understood.  Far from offering a solution to
these problems, it is the purpose in this paper to record certain in-
formation that will, it is hoped, shed some light upon the situation,
and at the same time call attention to the need of further published
records based upon collections of both birds and nesting data.

1. CnokrpreiLes aiNor mowikLLl Oberholser. Howell's Nighthawk

PuenLisiep Recorvs:  Chordeiles popetue var. henryi Allen, 1872,

p. 179 (Kansas to Utah) ; Henshaw, 1874, p. 8 (Mts. of Utah, breed-
ing up to 7,000 feet.); Ridgway, 1877, p. 568 (Parley’s Park and
Uintah Mountains, Utah).
Chordeciles virginianus howelli Oberholser, 1914, . 64 (Parley’s Park,
Wasatch Mountains ( June 21, 1869, July 24, Aug. 13 and 16, 1869).
Chordeiles minor howelli (in part), Tanner and Hayward, 1934 p. 226
(La Sal Mountains, Grand and San Juan Cos.. July, 1934; La Sal,
San Juan Co., June, 1927, breeding).

BricaadM YounNG UNiversity Recorps: Omne adult female; la
Sal, San juan Co., June 16, 1927; taken from nest containing two
cggs (C. Cottam). One adult female; Warner Ranger Station, La
Sal Mts., Grand Co.. el. 9400 ft., July 3, 1934 (C. l.. Hayward).
One adult male, Geyser Pass, La Sal Mts.,, San Juan Co., el. 10,600
ft.. July 27, 1934 (D. E. Beck).
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2. CHoORDEILES MINOR SENNETTI Coues.  Senncett's Nighthawl

PupLisinep Recokps: As far as the writer knows there is no
previous published record for Utah.

BriGuaMm YounNG UNiveErsity Recorp: One female, east shore
Utah Lake, near Provo, Utah Co., August 29, 1931 (C. L.. Hayward).

3. CuorpeiLes MINOR HENRYT Cassin.  Western Nighthawlk

PusListed Recorvs:  Chordelles minor lienryi Presnall, 1935, p.
202 (Region surrounding Zion National Park, Washington Co.).

Dricuay Youne University Recorps: One adult, 10-mile spring.,
south of liscalante, Garfield Co., June 22, 1936 (. £, Deck): one
adult female and two immature young unable to fly. Jensen, Uintah
Co., July 23. 1937 (J. W. Bee and C. L. Hayward) : one adult male
and one female, Warner Ranger Station, Grand Co., July 14, 1934
(H. Hutchings).

4. CrorpeiLEs MINOR nEsPerls Grinnell.  Pacific Nighthawlk

Pustisiien Recorns:  Chordeiles popetue Daird, Allen, 1872, p.
179 (Ogden, Utah).
Chordciles popetue henryi Ridgway, 1875, p. 30 (Salt Lake Valley,
Utah).

Chordeiles virginianus jicsperis Grinnell, Oberholser, 1914, pp. 49 and
31 (2 specimens, Buckskin Valley, Tron Co., Sept. 1. 1908, collected
by W, 1. Osgood; two specimens. Fairfield, Utah Co.. June 21 and
27, 1890, collected by V. Bailey).

Chordeiles minor liesperis Stanford, 1938, p. 138 (several specimens
Logan, Cache Co., September 19, 1930 Logan Canvon, Cache Co.,
July 29, 1937 ; Promontory. Boxelder Co.. July 22, 1931,

DBricranm Youna Universiey Recokps:  One adult, Tremonton,
Boxelder Co.. June 27, 1931 (C. L. [Hayward); one adult female,
ast side of Bear lake, Rich Co.. June 27, 1926 (C. Cottam) : one
adult male, Geyser Pass, La Sal Mis., San Juan Co., July 27, 1934
(D. 15 Beek) ; one adult male, St. George, Washington Co.. Sept. 11,
1933 (F. Atkin) ; onc adult male, Ute Mountain, near state boundary,
San Juan Co., Utalh and Moutezuma Co., Colorado, taken from a nest
containing two cges, June 23, 1927 (\'. M. Tanner).
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DISCUSSION
The nesting records of C. m. hozweelli from the Wasateh Mountains
and from La Sal tend to substantiate the breeding range as indicated
on Oberholser’s map (1914, pl. 111). However, the breeding ranges
of C. ne hesperis and C.om. lrenryi appear to deserve considerable
extension within the state.

I't seems plausible to the writer that “rmdbeasprsiamend C. 1. 1onryi
nwust extend its breeding range northward along the drainage of the
Colorado and Green Rivers for a much greater distance than has been
previously known.  This view is substantiated by the fact that speci-
mens were taken in San Juan, Grand, and Garfield Counties during
the breeding season, and that a female with voung still in the nest
was collected at Jensen. Uintah County.  The spread of this sub-
species across the southern part of the state is indicated by Pressnall’s
report of its occurrence at Zion Canyon, Washington County (1935,
p- 202).

The nesting record of C. . hesperis on Ute Mountain near the
Utah-Colorado state line and close to the southern extremity of the
boundary would scem to extend the breeding range of this subspecies
for a considerable distance eastward. 1ts breding range in Utah was
previously (Oberholser, 1914, pl. 111 designated as the northwestern
part of the state. The collection of this subspecies in the La Sal
Mountains, eastern Utah, July 27, 1934, further substantiates its
breeding in the southeastern part of the state. although the specimen
taken there may have heen an carly migrant.

[t 1s of interest to note that during the course of field work in
the La Sal Mountains during the summer of 1934 nighthawks ap-
peared regularly in the late evenings feeding about the clearings and
forests at clevations of 9,000 to 10.600 feet. Six specimens taken
from these indivduals mcluded all three subspecies as follows: €. m.
hozweellt 3. C.om. henryi 2. C.om. hesperis 1. This information, together
with the nesting data already referred to. scems to indicale an over-
lapping of the breeding ranges of the three subspecies in southeastern
Utah.  Continued and intensive collecting of breeding birds, particu-
larly in the southeastern part of the state is greatly needed to throw
more light upon the exact ecological niches of these birds that appar-
ently breed in the same geographical area.

The specimen of C. m. sennetti collected at Utah Lake was un-
doubtedly a migrant individual. This bird in company with a number
of other nighthawks was found sitting on the bare sand a few rods
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from the water.  Whether or not the other individuals were of the
same subspecies cannot be determined since no other collections were
made.  The question of the regularity of the migration of sennetti
through Utah can be answered only through future collection.
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